German journalist wins first prize in prestigious cancer journalism award

23 June 2010 – German journalist Nicola Kuhrt is the winner of the European School of Oncology’s Best Cancer Reporter Award (BCRA) for 2010. The Award was established by the European School of Oncology (ESO) in 2006 to encourage high quality media coverage on cancer and to recognise outstanding cancer journalism. Kuhrt will receive a prize of €10,000 to acknowledge the excellence of her work and commitment to enlightening people about cancer. 
Kuhrt, who writes regular feature articles for Die Zeit and the Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, said: The prize means so much to me, because the article ‘What's a month of life worth’ is a typical piece about what I have found to be important in writing about cancer - highlighting current developments in the treatment of this illness, but always thinking about the patient's perspective. In this way articles can illustrate reality. So I'm feeling very honored and thank the jury very much.”
A runner-up prize was awarded to Mark Henderson who is the Science Editor for British newspaper The Times. He commented: "I'm thrilled to have been chosen as runner-up. This is a fascinating time to be reporting cancer medicine, as advances in genomic diagnosis and treatment are promising real benefits for patients. I'd like to thank the ESO, and also Mike Stratton and his team, who have taught me so much about this exciting field."  Henderson will receive a prize of €5000.
The judges were very impressed by the campaigning work of Romania’s Pro TV News journalist Paula Herlo who, on discovering that Romanian cancer patients had to travel abroad to receive a stem cell transplantation, led a dogged and high profile campaign to persuade the government to establish a national stem cell donor registry. Her campaign was a success and the registry was established in September 2009 with the Romanian Health Minister and Paula Herlo as the first registered donors. In recognition of her work the judges awarded Herlo a BCRA Campaigner Award which has a prize of €5000.  On hearing that she had received this Award she said:  “It’s always an honor for me to know that my work is appreciated. My biggest accomplishment is to know that through my work I could make a change to so many Romanian’s lives and that from now on Romanians suffering from cancer have one more chance to life. Our mission doesn’t stop here. We will keep an eye on the authorities and try to increase the number of donors”. 

Polish journalist Slawomir Zagorski who writes for Gazeta Wyborcza was highly commended by the judges. He will receive a Special Merit Award certificate that recognises the excellence of his work. 
Overall the calibre of the nominations for the 2010 BCRA was very high and it was difficult to select journalists for the shortlist. 10 journalists from 7 European countries – Germany, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and the UK – were shortlisted. 
Details about how to nominate someone for the 2011 Best Cancer Reporter Award will be available on the European School of Oncology’s Cancer Media Service Website in the near future. 
-ENDS-

Notes: Articles by the winning journalists will be reproduced in ESO’s magazine Cancer World -www.cancerworld.org
About the award: The Best Cancer Reporter Award is an original initiative of the European School of Oncology (ESO) and is funded by private donors. Established in 2006, the Award was created to honour and reward excellence in cancer journalism. The Best Cancer Reporter Award judging panel consists of leading journalists and representatives from ESO.  The 2010 judging panel included Sarah Boseley (The Guardian, UK), Franco Cavalli (European School of Oncology, Switzerland), Simon Crompton (Freelance journalist, UK), Istvan Palugyai, (Népszabadság and the European Union of Science Journalists’ Associations, Hungary), Pawel Walewski (Polityka, Poland) and Kathy Redmond (Cancer World, Switzerland). 

About the European School of Oncology (ESO): Milan-based ESO is an independent, non-profit organisation that is dedicated to improving the care and treatment that cancer patients receive. The School was founded in 1982 with the aim of reducing deaths from cancer due to late diagnosis and inadequate treatment. Over the past 25 years it has grown into one of the most important providers of cancer education for physicians, nurses, patient advocates and the media worldwide. Further information about the School is available from www.eso.net
For further information about the Best Cancer Reporter Award and other ESO media activities, please contact: 

Corinne Hall, European School of Oncology, Milan, Italy. 
Tel: +39 02 85 46 45 22
Email: mediaservice@eso.net
Website: www.cancerworld.org
