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British journalists win joint first prize for excellence in cancer journalism
14 June 2011 – British journalists Mark Henderson and Victoria Lambert are the joint winners of the European School of Oncology’s (ESO) Best Cancer Reporter Award for 2011. The Award was established by ESO in 2006 to encourage high-quality media coverage of cancer and to recognise outstanding cancer journalism. Since then the prize has been awarded to journalists from several European countries to acknowledge the excellence of their work and commitment to enlightening people about cancer. Henderson and Lambert will each receive a prize of €7,500 and an example of their work will be reprinted in ESO’s magazine Cancer World (www.cancerworld.org). 
Mark Henderson, Science Editor at the UK newspaper The Times, said: “I’m delighted and honoured to be recognised with this prestigious award. It also recognises the brilliant scientists whose research I reported, such as Mike Stratton, Lecia Sequist and Daniel Haber, and the patients who make their discoveries possible. I’d like to thank the jury for choosing me, Professor Stratton for nominating me, and especially the Weaver family for their brave, enthusiastic and illuminating co-operation with my work.”
Victoria Lambert, a freelance health reporter who writes articles for some of Britain’s leading newspapers, commented: “Thank you so much for honouring me with the Best Cancer Reporter Award 2011 jointly with Mark Henderson. I am delighted to receive the award as it recognises the role responsible journalism can play in informing the public about cancer. At its best, good writing can – hopefully – do more: building bridges between scientists, doctors, patients and carers (not to mention nations), demystifying technical jargon, bringing comfort, and sometimes hope, too. I know the ESO works well with the media, and I believe this award can only promote higher standards across Europe.” 
A runner-up prize was awarded to Martina Keller, a German freelance journalist. She commented: "I would like to thank the cancer patients I interviewed for my article. It is not easy to reflect about costs and benefits of cancer drugs if you hope those drugs will prolong your life. But they did." Keller will receive a prize of €2500. 

The work of Silja Paavle who writes for Öhtuleht, one of Estonia’s highest circulation daily newspapers, was highly commended by the judges. She will receive a Special Merit Award certificate that recognises the excellence of her reporting on cancer. 
-ENDS-
s
About the award: The Best Cancer Reporter Award is an original initiative of the European School of Oncology (ESO) and is funded by private donors. Established in 2006, the Award was created to honour and reward excellence in cancer journalism. The Best Cancer Reporter Award 2011 judging panel included Franco Cavalli (European School of Oncology, Switzerland), Simon Crompton (Freelance journalist, UK), Nicola Kuhrt (Freelance journalist, Germany), Istvan Palugyai, (Népszabadság and the European Union of Science Journalists’ Associations, Hungary), Pawel Walewski (Polityka, Poland) and Kathy Redmond (Cancer World, Switzerland). The Award is open to journalists who write for newspapers, magazines or websites targeted at the general public.  Entries were judged on a series of criteria, which included: 
· An investigative approach to the story
· Stimulating awareness about advances in the cancer arena
· A sensitive attitude to cancer patients and their families

· Creativity and innovation

· Accuracy and clarity 
· Commitment to writing stories about cancer

Further details about the BCRA is available from the European School of Oncology’s Cancer Media Service Website www.cancerworld.org/Media/Best_Cancer_Reporter_Award 
About the European School of Oncology (ESO): Milan-based ESO is an independent, non-profit organisation that is dedicated to improving the care and treatment that cancer patients receive. The School was founded in 1982 with the aim of reducing deaths from cancer due to late diagnosis and inadequate treatment. Over the past 25 years it has grown into one of the most important providers of cancer education for physicians, nurses, patient advocates and the media worldwide. Further information about the School is available from www.eso.net
For further information please contact: 
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